
English 9199B 

Writing Diaspora in Theory and Practice: Dionne Brand’s Prose 

Location: UC 4401, except on January 6, 2022, when we will meet in UC 3415 

Time: Thursdays 3:30-6:30pm 



the space of the diaspora of slavery and its afterlives created by white supremacy for 
people of Black African origins? How might we understand her work as “a map” to this 
“door of no return”? How does her work facilitate our understanding of “this inexplicable 
space”? How does her work represent being in this space? 

While attending to the specificities of Brand’s engagements with “diaspora” and related 
terms, we will also consider methods called for by those engagements, some 
demonstrated in her own work, some evident in scholarship, others yet to be invented—
perhaps by participants in this course. Understanding and analyzing methodology will 
be a key component of course work both in the classroom and in assignments. 
Students will be required to articulate their understanding of others’ and their own 
methodologies as the course progresses. 

Accordingly, students will be required to read selected Brand texts alongside a range of 
journal articles about Brand’s work and/or about key terms. Scholarly monographs (or 
parts thereof) for required reading will include Lisa Lowe’s The Intimacies of Four 
Continents and Christina Sharpe’s In the Wake. 
 
The course will proceed as much as possible as a seminar, which is to say with 
significant informed participation by all members of the class. The honing of abilities to 
speak about the materials read is a significant objective of the course, not only to 
communicate clearly and in detail, but also to be able to speculate, to consider 
implications arising from discussion as it occurs. Informed listening will accompany 
informed speaking, of course.  
 
Everyone is expected, then, to come to class having studied the assigned materials 
sufficiently to be able to engage readily in discussion informed by details drawn from 
the readings. Assignments are designed for just such purposes of professional 
communication skills that draw on informed analyses of the readings. The final 
assignment, an essay of article length, is designed with similar professional objectives 
in mind, i.e., to take you through stages of the research-writing continuum and to hone 
your capacities for contributing to scholarly conversations about the course materials. 
You may wish to make it a personal goal for yourself to plan to submit your research 
paper to an appropriate journal after the end of the course. 
 
Course Materials: 
Required Texts: 
Western’s Book Store will have ordered the most recent new editions of the titles below, 
but note that where 







specifically, the definition of


